THE END  AND  THE  MEANS                                  55
Gandhiji's theory seems to be the only correct view of the
relation between the end and the means. The opposite theory
that the good end justifies all means, even violent means, is
dangerous in practice and unsound ethically. The theory permits
recourse to violence, fraud, untruth, opportunism, etc., provided
the end is just. But these means, instead of helping us to
advance on the path of progress, lead us to regard human beings
as means rather than ends, deaden our finer feelings and result
in oppression and cruelty. Besides, there can generally be no
certainty that a violent action is always motivated only by a
good end. The tyrant and the terrorist invariably plead laudable
ends when perpetrating the most outrageous crimes. Further,
it is dangerous ethics to make the success of an action or policy
the criterion of its propriety. There is, moreover, all the
difference be tween what passes for success, quick results mostly
short-lived, and real, enduring achievements that require a long
period of gestation. Violence and deception, terror and Machia-
vellian diplomacy might seem to score for the time being over
truth and love, justice and open dealing. But the victory is partial
and transitory and the gains mere burdens. Good means alone
can lead us to lasting peace and progress. History as well as
contemporary experience teach us that violence engenders
violence, revenge leads to counter-revenge and a war sows the
seeds of further wars. The two world wars, ostensibly fought for
justice and democracy, bear ample testimony to the truth of this
argument.
If we believe in the ultimate aim stated above and in the
fundamental unity of life, good ends will mean, in the words of
Aldous Huxley, "a state of greatest possible unification". This
can be obviously achieved by intrinsically unifying, i.e., good
means and not by separative or divisive, i.e., bad means.13
According to Tolstoy, "All that tend to unify mankind belong to
the Good and the Beautiful. All that tend to disunite are Evil
and Ugly."14
Gandhiji's emphasis on the importance of means should not
be misconstrued as implying that the end is, with him, only a
secondary consideration. He believes that the means and the
13 A. Huxley, Ends and Means, pp. 320-21.
14 A letter of Tolstoy to Romain Holland translated from the French by
Dr. Kalidas Nag.  Modern Review, Jan.  1927.